





may be found that the dog has one of
several maladies linked to the attacks.
Upon seeing the animal after the initial
episode, the veterinarian will immediately
run a profile and physical exam for an
obvious problem. If those produce no clue,
the next series of testing could include a
complete neuro exam of the brain stem
function, an electroencephalogram (the
EEG records activity in the brain) and a
CBC (complete blood count). These
analyses will show signs of possible
motives such as liver disease (cirrhosis,
hepatic portal shunt), kidney disease,
infection, toxins (tetanus),
hypoglycemia (low blood sugar), primary
brain disease (tumor, meningitis), trauma,
as well as a variety of nutritional
deficiencies, including calcium,
potassium, sodium and thiamine.

Only after all of these factors are
discounted can the veterinarian come to
the conclusion that the dog suffers from
idiopathic epilepsy. This is the most
firustrating form for both the doctor and the
patient as it is undetectable and incurable.
One small bit of encouragement is that
some dogs experience only periodic
episodes. This means they happen a few
times as isolated incidences and never
again. Unfortunately. this, too, cannot be
diagnosed as such.

Generally. most cases begin after the age
of three years but epilepsy can start as early
as a few months. In the case of puppy
epilepsy, it is most likely attributed to
hypoglycemia. It usually occurs after an
especially active period when it has been
several hours since the puppy had his last
meal. If this has been determined over the
phone, the veterinarian will then suggest a
solution of sugar and water to level out the
blood sugar.

systemic

Treatment

While treatment is available to control
and. in may cases, prevent further
seizures, concermn remains over the
amount and severity of the side effects.
The accuracy of administering drugs is
speculative at best, since the nature of this
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condition is to react in a hit-and-miss manner.
The range of dosage for each individual is
very general, beginning with 1 mg per pound
of body weight twice a day. From there, the
dog is monitored for number and strength of
any following seizures and the medication is
adjusted accordingly. Once the animal shows
positive response to the drug by exhibiting
fewer, if any seizures, the current dosage is
gradually cut to the least amount necessary to
control reoccurring episodes.

20
(f’ '-«r
hdio Courtesy'of Rﬁ&aﬁt}lﬁm{d_{‘.

The anticonvulsant prescribed more often
than any other is Phenobarbital. It is highly
effective for generalized seizures because it is
affordable and easily dispensed by pill. liquid or
injection. In addition, its side effect rating is
better than the other available therapy drugs, but
that doesn't mean there aren't any. Since these
drugs are metabolized in the liver, problems
such as cirrhosis (degenerative disease of
connective tissue} and necrosis (death of tissue)
are a common denominator. Monitoring by a
veterinarian must be maintained throughout the
entire length of the treatment.

Dr. Glass pointed out that even though these
possible side effects do exist, they mostly
occur when the incorrect dosage has been
administered or the animal has been on long-
term therapy. Other reactions to Phenobarbital
may include central nervous system
depression, polyphagia (excessive eating),
polydipsia (excessive thirst) and polyuria
(excessive urination).

Primidone is  another effective
medication for controlling epileptic
seizures, but the dosage is higher and
more frequent. It has the same side effects
as Phenobarbital, but creates adverse
reactions when certain other drugs are
mixed with it.

These drugs are all fat-soluble and stay
in the system longer than water-soluble
drugs, which are excreted through
urination, creating a factor called the half-
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life. This is the time it takes for one half of
the original concentration of the drug to
dissipate through the body. The half-life
of Phenobarbital is varied from dog to
dog but generally runs from 30 to 70
hours, considered quite a long period of
time.

Phenytoin is the drug most regularly
used on humans, yet it is also used with
dogs. Its half-life is only 3 to 4 hours, but
the frequency is more and the dosage is
considerably higher than Phenobarbital.
This creates greater costs and increased
side effect risk.

Many new anticonvulsant medications
are currently obtainable but are not used
due to erratic or unknown dosage,
insufficient research results or unknown
severity of side effects. Diazepam
(Valium), while not new, is used in dogs
who have other conditions that prevent
them from taking any of the standard
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drugs. If'a known liver problem ex-
ists or at one time was treated, the
veterinarian will likely prescribe Di-
azepam to calm down the animal. It
is not generally considered an effec-
tive method in controlling chronic
cases of epilepsy due to its mildness
and short span of action.

Preventing epilepsy before it
strikes, unfortunately, is not an
available option unless the condition
stems from head or brain injuries,
contact with poisons such as lead,
nutritional deficiencies or knowl-
edge of it being hereditary. In the
case of genetics, there is no guaran-
tee the dog will develop the disorder.

The number one safeguard for liv-
ing with an epileptic pet is to be in-
formed. As with any illness, know-
ing how to handle it and remaining
calm are the main objectives for
both you and the victim. Your vet-
erinarian can give you printed mate-
rial to help you further understand
this perplexing condition and main-
tain a normal life with your epileptic
pet.
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Breeds With
High Incidence
of Seizures

Cocker Spaniel, Collie, Golden Re-
triever, Irish Setter, Labrador Re-
triever, Miniature Schnauzer, Poo-
dles (standard and miniature), Saint
Bernard, Siberian Husky, Wire-
haired Fox Terrier
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Breeds With
‘Genetic Factors
Likely For Epilepsy

Beagle.r Dachshund, German Shep-
herd (Alsatian), Keeshond, Tervuren
(Belgian Sheepdog)

‘What To Do
During A Seizure

1. Call veterinarian right away.

2. Try to stay calm and don't raise
your voice.

3. Comfort the animal but don't
move him.

4. Make sure the animal cannot

~fall off or roll into anything.

5. Don't hold the tongue; the dog
won't swallow it.

6. Be prepared for vomiting, defe-
cation or urination/

Minimum Database

Have this information available if
your dog has had one or more
seizures but has not had previous
drug therapy:

1. Profile: breed, sex, age, lin-
eage (if possible)

2. History: previous illness, shot
record, living conditions

3. Specification of seizures, un-
usual behavior prior to episode,
strength and length of episode,
type of body convulsion

4. Possible toxins within reach of
the animal.

ed. - Primidone caused liver failure
in one of my greyhounds.

Lori Mohr is on the staff of Best Friends
and also writes for other publicationsl.
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Your Questions
Answered
by Joan Dillon

A Rhode Island greyhound
adopter mentioned that her grey-
hound had a strange habit. He goes
over to her coffee table, puts his
front legs up on it, and then looks at
her like he wants her to do some-
thing. If your greyhound has a simi-
lar habit, he does want something!
He (or she) is asking to be groomed.

Many kennels, particularly
those at larger tracks where they are
able to afford more employees, rou-
tinely put the greyhounds on a
grooming bench the day after they
race. The bench is shaped like two
steps. The greyhound stands with
his hind legs on the lower step and
his front legs on the upper one — the
same positon as the greyhound that
was standing with his front legs on
the coffee table.

B

In addition to grooming the grey-
hound and making him feel good,
this gives the trainer an opportunity,
by running his or her hands over the
dog, to check for any injuries which
may not be readily noticeable (such
as muscle injuries), but are sensitive
when touched in a certain way.

I don't know whether the Rhode

Island greyhound now has his own
personal grooming bench, but,
should your greyhound behave sim-
ilarly, you.now know why he is do-
ing it and what he is looking for.
If M have a greyhound-related ques-
tion that you would like answered in
this column, please send it to Joan Dil-
lon, The Greyhound Project, P.O. Box
173, Holbrook, MA 02342.
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When is it Time to Say Good-bye?

by Patricia Gail Burnham

When Sally Jesse Raphael did a
morning talk show on pet loss, her
panelists were all owners who had
been through the euthanasia of their
pets. In the course of the show Sally
said that she had never been able to
have a pet euthanized and didn't
think she could do it. That really
caught my attention. What she
hadn't mentioned was what had
happened to her pets at the end of
their life.

So what is the right time? [ have
a simple answer, but the reality is
not so simple. The answer is that
the dog will usually tell me when it
is time, most often by refusing to
eat the most enticing meals | can
prepare. At the end of their lives my
dogs eat extremely well, even as
their appetite decreases, and I resort
to creative cooking to keep them
eating.

The second criteria is the inability
to walk. As dogs age their ability to
transmit nerve impulses from their
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brain to their hindquarter deterio-
rates. They also lose muscle
strength. The same thing happens to
old people, which is why nursing
homes are filled with elderly folks in
wheelchairs. The very old lose con-
trol over their hindquarter.

The third criteria is a dog who re-
ceives a fatal diagnosis while it is
under anesthesia. That has happened
twice and in both cases | have asked
that the dog not be brought back to
consciousness. It didn't seem a kind-
ness to bring them around when they
would only have to face their termi-
nal condition and yet another anes-
thetic procedure for the euthanasia.
But these were the hardest deaths to
grieve, because the decision was
made over the phone. | was not there
to hold them or say goodbye.

Since two of my three criteria for
euthanasia have to do with appetite
and walking ability, I was a little
stricken when one morning last fall,
when thirteen year old Lady woke
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up, got out of bed, and fell over on
her side. I carried her outside and
watched her totter around the yard.
As long as she kept moving, she
stayed upright, as she plainly real-
ized that if she tried to stand still she
was going to fall over. This is quite
common in old dogs.

Gradually her coordination be-
came slightly better. She had also
been incontinent during the night.
She didn't have the telltale bad
breath of kidney failure, but 1 was
assuming that her kidneys were fail-
ing so I took her for blood work to
see how bad they were. The vet
looked at her standing braced on un-
steady legs and carried her into the
back room to draw the blood. Sur-
prisingly her kidneys were fine, but
the blood values indicated a deterio-
rating liver.

A month later she once again woke
up unable to stand and I again car-
ried her outside and watched her
walk circles of the yard in the winter
morning. It was a work day and |
debated whether | should take the
morning off and call for her final ap-
pointment. But I watched her deter-
mination as she walked intent on
staying upright when both legs on
her left side were weak and uncoor-
dinated.

She wouldn't eat her usual break-
fast. Lately her appetite in the morn-
ing had been poor. This is a dog that
has eaten everything that came her
way all her life, who had stolen and
consumed countless loaves of sour-
dough bread off my counters—so |
offered her some sourdough bread
for breakfast and she ate it. | wasn't
any too sure that she would be able
to manage the three stairs down to
the utility room and the dog door,
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but I wished her well. left her with
a couple of sourdough rolls, closed
the front door with misgivings and lefi
for work.

Watching an ailing dog's every move
can drive me into a fit of anxiety.
Sometimes it is necessary to give
them time to recover, and leaving them
in peace for a few hours can work won-
ders. When I came home that night the
first thing | saw was Lady curled up on
her day bed. The day bed is quite tall. I
would never have bet on her being
able to leap onto it. She didn't look
like she was planning on moving again
ever. but the phone rang, and while
| was talking, she slid off the day bed
and walked over to me looking for
more sourdough bread. In my delight
to see her | completely lost the thread
of the call.

What caused her recovery? I only
made two long-term changes in her
care. One was to take her off her
senior food and put her on KD. The
other was fto stop giving her
Heartguard.

It was a good night. She was on her
feet and I had found something that she
would eat. | assumed that she was still
in the end-stage of liver failure, but we
had some time. Time to cast her foot-
prints. (I keep home made stepping
stones with each dog's paw prints in
them.) Time to say goodbye. Time,
hopefully, so that she wouldn't have to
die just before Christmas.

She was still queasy in the morning,
which is one of the symptoms of both
liver and kidney failure. I put non-skid
mats on the linoleum in the kitchen to
give her shaky legs better traction, and
had to be careful that the younger dogs
didn't knock her down, which really of-
fended her. I cooked the macaroni and
cheese, and boiled turkey soup which
she liked so much that she would even
eat her low protein kibble when the
soup was poured over it. She ate a lot of
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sourdough bread, rolls and baguettes.

L.ady had been eating one of the high
quality senior kibbles. To decrease her
protein even further, | put her on KD,
the prescription diet for kidney disor-
ders. When I told my vet that 1 wanted
to try KD he thought it was an odd idea
but figured it wouldn't hurt her. The
liver and the kidneys both filter toxins
out of the blood and a low protein diet
would help them both. She made it past
Christmas. At the end of three weeks she
was getting around spryly, eating like
her old self on turkey soup and KD, and
she actually ran across the yard like she
used to.

When Lady was at her worst, I had
dedicated the Best of Breed Trophy at
the Northern California Greyhound Spe-
cialty to her. Usually you wait until a
dog is deceased to dedicate a trophy to
them, but | thought that the chance was
remote that she would be alive until
April to see that trophy awarded. When
I was treating her in December all-1 was
hoping for was to get her past Christ-
mas. | had no hope that she would
bounce back to her earlier geriatric self
the way she did.

What caused her recovery? I only
made two long-term changes in her care.
One was to take her off her senior food
and put her on KD. The other was to
stop giving her Heartguard. I usually
give it year around, but Ivermectin is a
substance that attacks the central ner-
vous system and her central nervous
system was having all the trouble it
could handle. Besides, if she was a can-
didate in the short term for euthanasia,
then she wasn't going to have time to de-
velop heartworms. After a few months
of recovery, I put her back on Heart-
guard but have no intention of ever
putting her back on senior kibble. She
can stay on KD for the rest of her life.
She is happy. She is content. She has
control of her legs. She can leap on and
off of the day bed with ease.

Sometimes you can hardly get an old
dog to the vet soon enough to end their
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suffering, but sometimes when they
are not suffering, it helps to procras-
tinate a little bit. Especially with very
old dogs who have good days and
bad days. Lady went through a bad
spell, but she never quite stopped eat-
ing. I didn't make the final call, and
she had recovered quite nicely. She is
now fourteen. She did live to see her
trophy awarded. Her liver is still not
in good shape. But she is eating and
walking and barking at the younger
dogs who don't show her enough re-
spect and | don't have to make the
decision for that final appointment
just yet. Not yet.

This article appeared in The Sighthound
Review, November/ Decem- ber, 1993

(PHOBIC- continued from page 13)

Can Thunderstorm
Phobia Be Cured?

ment. He feels we can get at least a
“+2”, and perhaps even a +3-+4 with
the combination of therapies. A +2 is
considered 50% better.

Dr. Dodman has had only two com-
plete cures using all the above steps,
combined with medication. He joked
about putting on one of those rubber
static strips they use on trucks and
buses! (hang it from the tail, I sup-
pose...) His other suggestion was to
put a choke collar on him and let it
hang to the floor, but I told him I
thought that was an accident waiting
to happen! No way, Jose!

The visit with Dr. Dodman was
very cordial and informative. Let's
hope that it helps! 1 would also
encourage anyone with a similar
problem to read his book. No, I'm not
an employee of his publishing com-
pany! | just think his ideas are novel
and may offer hope in the face of an
otherwise intractable problem.

Helane Graustark lives in Massachusetts
with Kody and her other greyhounds

—Geisha, Robyn, Arielle, and Ruby.
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Hounds & Sounds

by Lori Lazetera

Greyhounds are very quiet dogs as
a rule. But like the nursery rhyme
about the little girl....greyhounds
when quiet are very very good but
when they decide to make noise it is
just plain funny.

Mummmmumph. 1t is like a heavy
sigh. This is the sound a greyhound
makes when he is leaning as close to
vou as possible while you are petting
him. He has to get so close that you
practically fall right down with a 75
Ib. dog in total shock on top of you.
What could have happened?

Awhroo! Loud and obnoxious.
This sound can mean any number of
things. I dont care it you are watch-
ing TV. Take me out now! Feed me!
Where is the biscuit you promised?
My water dish is empty again! The
casiest answer is follow the dog
around the house. He will go to what
he wants. One clue, if the sound is
accompanied by a tail going around
like a horizontal helicopter propeller
it usually means pay attention to me
or let’s play right now!

YAAAAlp! This sound is usually
loud and pathetic. It can be caused
by the big bad vet who just touched
(and I mean, just touched) the poor
puppy’s scratched toe. It can also be
caused when your poor mistreated
child pulls up lame when running. “I
am dying.” your poor baby says.
Take the foot; put it in a bucket of
cold water for a few minutes. Coo-
ing and baby talk is a must at this
point. Pull the foot out, rub vigor-
ously, and instant recovery! Doggie
is now cagerly tugging at the leash.
Let me go back and play. “Honestly,
Mom, you're such a worry wart.”

YYIPE! This sound must be as
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shrill and keening as possible. It
must call attention to the poor,
whipped, obviously mistreated
puppy. It has a particularly good ef-
fect when used during an obedience
class. “Montgomery, sit!” Mont-
gomery Is just staring at you. (P.S.
Montgomery knows the command!)
Give a light correction with the ny-
lon training collar.

YYYYYYYIPE! Everyone in the
class turns around and looks at
Montgomery’s owner like Mont-
gomery has just been corrected with
a pinch collar, a chain training collar
and had his tail stepped on all at the
same time. Monty’s owner sighs and

gives a sheepish grin and a shrug of

the shoulders. Monty thinks the
whole thing is hilarious and is wag-
ging his tail all recovered from his
horrible ordeal.

KiYeKiYe! This unusual sound
only occurs when big Malemutes
named Fluffy decide to show a grey-
hound who the boss is. Fluffy will
walk up to a strange greyhound and
place his front paw over the grey-
hound’s back. Fluffy’s ears are erect
and his proud plume of a tail is car-
ried high and confident. Puny grey-
hound has a major heart attack and
starts to scream. Fluffy jumps back-
wards. His owner hyperventilates
and apologizes all over the place.
Greyhound starts bouncing around
and wants to play. “What’s all the
fuss about?”

AAChoo! This sound occurs when
you teach your silly hound to speak
on command. You hold up a cookie
and say, “Speak!” The dog starts
wagging his tail and will actually
sneeze, and mutter until he can get
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out a nice big WOOF!

Chuff, chuff, ack, ack.....otherwise
known as the greyhound chuff. It is
always accompanied by gagging
motions and a vibrating larynx. The
dog appears to be choking on some-
thing! Call 911...does anyone know
the Heimlich maneuver? Open the
dog’s mouth and check the airway!
Nothing in his mouth or throat. Rub
his throat a second. Crisis over. As
usual, greyhound has eaten some-
thing too fast and his throat is un-
comfortable. I make light of this be-
cause it happens to Sultan all the
time.(Seriously: a dog choking on
something is frightening and proper
steps should be taken to remove the
object, if possible, or get your dog to
a vet clinic ASAP))

BARK BARK, WOOF WOOF.
These normal doggie noises mean:
A stranger in the backyard. a cat in
the backyard, stranger at the front
door, a squirrel is in the tree and a
variety of other things. To detect all
nuances would take years.

Grunt,  growl,  mmmmmmmph.
These are the sounds greyhounds
make when sleeping and dreaming.
Don’t share a bed or couch with a
dreaming greyhound. You could end
up with a big harpoon of a leg in
your side.

Greyhounds are dogs. They make
all kinds of sounds, some cute and
some downright annoying. The next
time someone tells you that greys
are quiet, you can say with an air of
superiority—only when they are
sleeping.......ccceveveeee soundly.

Lori Lazetera lives with her greyhounds
Sultan and Tauri, two cats, and her hus-

band in Danbury, CT.
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The Inner Greyhound

Worms, Worms, and More Worms!

No not earthworms, but roundworms,
hookworms, tapeworms and even
whipworms! We recently became
aware that a number of ex-racers
(including our own three dogs) have
been diagnosed with the above inter-
nal parasites. The greyhound vou
adopt was wormed when he of she
retired. but he or she may be at risk
for future infestations of internal par-
asites. First. your adoption group
may not have been able to worm the
dog during the appropriate time of
the worm’s life cycle. Most worms
can be killed only when they are in
their adult phase. Second, because
the dogs arc wormed constantly at
the track. the worms they carry may
have developed resistance to the
worming medication. Finally, your
dog may develop worms if he is ex-
posed to them after you bring him
home.

Tapeworms

How can vou tell if yvour dog has
worms? Tapeworms are easy to iden-
tify. They are white rice-like seg-
ments which appear in the dog’s
stool. Take a fresh sample (a table-
spoon will do) for testing to your
veterinarian and treat him with the
appropriate medication. Do not treat
him yourself using over-the-counter
wormers. They either won’t work ef-
fectively or they may poison your
greyhound. The cause of tapeworms
is simple: fleas. If you have a flea
problem, it is possible that your dog
either has tapeworms or will develop
tapeworms. A dog can get tapeworms
only if he or she eats a single flea car-
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by Ann E. Kenney

rying a tapeworm egg. The cure is
simple: get rid of the fleas! Treat the
dog. your house and your yard. Keep
the grass cut short. Apply a
nematode-based lawn treatment
product such as Bio Flea Halt. The
nematodes eat the flea larvae and
other nuisance insects such as crane
flies in your lawn. Inside. use only
pyrethrin-based insecticides on your
dog. Do use a flea product which
contains “‘Precor”. and insect growth
regulating ingredient which prevents
pre-adult fleas from developing into
adult fleas. Have a flea comb handy
so that you can regularly check for
fleas and go into action to eliminate
them if you find even one flea. One
flea on the dogs means there are at
least 1000 flea eggs hiding in your
carpet and the dog’s bedding!

Roundworms,
Hookworms and
Whipworms

Roundworms. hookworms and
whipworms can be identified only
through microscopic examination.
What symptoms will the dog have?
Puppies with these types of worms
will very quickly sicken and die if
left untreated. Adult dogs develop re-
sistance to these worms and may not
show any obvious symptoms. If you
have had your dog for six months to
a year and it is still underweight (all
ribs showing, hip-bones and back-
bone showing) despite a voracious
appetite, then it would be a good idea
to take in a stool sample. These
worms attach to the lower intestine
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and interfere with the dog’s ability to
absorb nutrients. They may also
cause loose stool or diarrhea. Hook-
worms actually move around and
reattach in different areas of the in-
testine every several hours. This can
cause pain for the dog and some of
the symptoms my husband and | have
seen in dogs infested with hook-
worms include an intense desire to
eat grass, loud gurgling from the
dog’s abdomen, whining and lack of
appetite.

Diagnosis and
Treatment

See a veterinarian for this. Do not
try to diagnose or treat any kind of
worm yourself. Why? Well, you may
be wrong about what the dog’s prob-
lem is and you might just poison you
dog trying to treat it. Over-the-
counter wormers can be highly toxic
to greyhounds.

Treating and controlling round-
worms, hookworms and whipworms
can be a challenge. Sometimes it is
difficult to diagnose the worms de-
pending on where they are in their
life cycle. Sometimes it take three or
four treatments before the worms are
killed. In some cases these worms
can become encysted in the dog’s
muscle tissue and infestation can re-
occur even years later. For these rea-
sons, it’s a good idea to take a stool
sample with you when you take you
dog for its annual checkup and shots.
Your vet may recommend testing
twice a year and placing your dog on
preventative medication.
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Probably the single most important
thing you can do to protect your dog’s
health is to be absolutely diligent about
keeping vour yard or turn out pen free of
“dog doo.” Twice a day would not be too
often! If your dog has the above kind of
worms, its stool will contain the eggs.
These eggs are extremely resistant to en-
vironmental conditions and will last for
months or even years. Your dog can con-
tract these worms by eating the stools or
licking its paws. Additionally. you must
be extremely careful about handling “dog
doo.” These worms can easily be trans-
mitted to humans causing unpleasant
health problems. You must wash your
hands thoroughly and you must not allow
vour children to play in areas where the
dogs “do their business.”

Finally. be careful about where you
take your dogs and how close vou allow
them to get to other dogs. If your dog is
an incurable sniffer (you know what |
mean), keep him away from other dogs.
[f you take your dog to an area where lots
of dogs have been, keep him away from
stray piles of stool or find another area to
eo. You never know what the other dog
may have! Always be a good citizen and
scoop up after your own dog.

Worms can be treated and managed.
but it takes diligence. Leaving your dog
untreated is unhealthy for the dog and po-
tentially for you. Once your dog is
treated, however, you should notice sig-
nificant improvement in his or her ap-
pearance, appetite and attitude.

Sources:

The Dog Repair Book: A Do-lt-Yowrself

Guide for the Dog Owner. Ruth B, James,
DVM, 1990. Alpine Press. Mills, Wyoming.

Care of the Racing Grevhound: A Guide for
Trainers, Breeders and Veterinarians. Drs.
Linda L. Blythe, James R. Gannon, and A.
Morie Craig. 1994, American Greyhound
Council, Inc. (Available from many sources.

The Well Dog Book: The Classic Compre-
hensive  Handbook of Dog Care. Terri
McGinnis, DVM 1974, 991. Random House,
New York.
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It's War!
by Cindy Tittle-Moore

taken with permission
directly from her
Flea and Tick FAQ
(Frequently Asked Questions)
which resides on the Internet.

Where You Pick
Up Ticks

Adult ticks can remain on deer and
other mammals through the fall and
winter. If you spend a lot of time
outdoors during this period. be sure
to check yourself. your family and
vour pets daily for ticks. If you hunt
or trap, check areas where vou cache
vour game for ticks that may have
fallen off during handling.

A helpful practice is to wear long
pants tucked into white socks; this
way they crawl up the outside of
your pants and you ¢an spot them in
the field. Also wear a hat: they can
drop from trees onto your head.

Ticks like long grass on the edges
of woods (especially deer ticks).
They crawl up onto the grass blades
and cling to you as you walk past.

If you comb your pet with a wide
tooth flea comb right after taking a
walk, chances are you will find
unattached ticks crawling around.
Ticks don't attach themselves right
away: they look around for good real
estate. It's much easier to remove
ticks before they attach, and easier to
remove newly attached ticks than
ones that have been feeding for a
while.

Combating Ticks

A new product called Preventic
appears to be highly effective. It is a
tick collar that kills ticks shortly after

they attach to your dog. The active
agent is Amitraz, which prevents
attachment and kills but does not

affect fleas. Amitraz is not an
insecticide (flea killer) but an
"arachnicide" (8-legged bug

killer-ticks and spiders are in the
same class.) The collar works best if
it is kept dry. Rain is OK. but
swimming is out as exposure (o
water reduces its effectiveness.
Removing the collar is apparentlv
non-trivial.  You don't need a
prescription, although the only place
you might find it is at the vet's or in a
mail-order catalogue. Twenty-four
hours after putting it on, yvour dog is
protected from ticks. Many people
have written about how effective it
was for their dog. It is NOT
recommended for cats, however. and
some dogs appear to have individual
sensitivity to it. If your dog becomes
lethargic or irritable, remove the
collar.

Common recommendations for
reducing ticks in your backyard are
to keep the weeds or grass
well-mowed. There are commercial
sprays effective against ticks. If vou
live in tick-infested areas. always
examine your dog (and vourself!)
after being outside. Control vermin
around your house and discourage
deer and other wild or feral animals
from your property, as they are often
vectors for ticks (as well as a slew of
other pasties).

ed—This  FAQ is not just for
grevhounds. Please be sure any yard
chemicals you use are grevhound
safe.
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Tick Testing:
Why Bother?

by Lynda Adame

A grevhound owner with an
apparently healthy dog asked "Why
tick test"? | suppose there are a few
different answers to that question
and many opinions both pro and
con.

The bottom line is that you don't
have to do anything: it is a personal
choice. I believe testing is important
for a number of reasons.

Most importantly: an exposed dog
is a reservoir for tick-borne diseases.
In other words, a tick can feed on
vour exposed dog, become infected
and then pass the disease on to an
uninfected dog. If you are careful,
the odds of this happening are
extremely low. If you are not
careful, the odds become greater.
Also. if a dog has been exposed to
one of these diseases and then later
exposed to one of the others, the
mortality rate goes up. Tick control
should be an extremely important
issue if your dog has been exposed.

If the dog has been exposed to
Ehrlichia. vou will want to treat it
with a dose of Tetracycline or
Doxicyeline. It is becoming evident
that Ehrlichiosis is a disease that is
very apt to become symptomatic, no
matter what the titer. The bone
marrow damage that it causes is
"irreversible". so quick treatment is
important. In our local greyhound
population. we are seeing a higher
exposure rate to Babesia, but many
more symptomatic Ehrlichia dogs.

[f the dog has been exposed. vou
will want to
corticosteroids and not allow the
dog to become over-tired or over-
stressed. All of these things can
activate a previously dormant case
of these diseases.
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If the dog has Babesia, you may
want to get your Vet “up to speed”
on the latest literature and
treatments, as well as have him gain
access to Imidocarb (the least toxic
of all of the anti-babesials) if it is
ever needed.

You can begin to do some research
on boosting your dogs immune
system. You can educate yourself by
becoming familiar with the possible
symptoms a dog could show from
any of these diseases. That way, if
does  become
symptomatic, the disease can be
caught and treated sooner.

the dog ever

“A tick can feed on your exposed
dog, become infected and then
pass the disease on to an
uninfected dog.”

avoid the use of

Finally, testing contributes to
collecting data on the sheer number
of exposed dogs and the number of
dogs that actually become ill from
exposure to these diseases. There is
no way that funding for more
research or for a vaccine will occur
unless an extreme need is proven.
All of the researchers | have spoken
with have assured me that nothing
will be done about these diseases
until it is proven that a large number
of dogs are dying. or it begins to
infect humans. All of these tick
diseases have the potential to infect
any mammal that comes in contact
with ticks.

Both Ehrlichia and Babesia have
species that are beginning to infect
humans and hopefully dogs will
benetit from eventual human-based
research.
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Navanrch Phote conrtesy of Jud,

Greyhounds Sail With
Captain Cook

by Joan Dillon

Most people are aware Captain
Cook and his ship the Endeavour
sailed from England on a voyage to
explore the South Pacific—a voy-
age that would circumnavigate the
globe and make Australia a part of
the British Empire. Yet, how many
people know that his ship carried
two greyhounds on this voyage of
discovery. The dogs, a male and a
female, were owned by Sir Joseph
Banks. a noted British naturalist.
who was accompanying the expedi-
tion on direct orders from the Admi-
ralty. Both dogs set foot on Aus-
tralia during that discovery vovage
in 1770, however. neither was to see
England again.

During a stop at the island of Savu
in the East Indies (now Indonesia).
the Radja (king of Savu) was quite
taken with the greyhounds and. in
response to his request for one in ex-
change for supplying fresh food to
the explorers, was given the male
greyhound who. it is assumed, lived
out his life amongst the island's
tropic splendor.

Lady. the female greyhound. re-
mained with the explorers but. when
the Endeavor was just a few days'
sail from England and home, she
was found dead in her bed one
morning of unknown causes. thus.

hler, Vero Beach 11
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What Do Titers Mean?

[f there is any one test that can cre-
ate confusion, it i1s the titer test.
Titration, in the chemical sense, is a
test used to determine the concentra-
tion of a substance in a solution. If
you were testing water for lead, the
titer level would be expressed as a
ratio that would indicate the amount
of lead per unit of water. Simply put:
the higher the number, the more lead
in the water.

To test for Babesiosis and Ehrli-
chiosis (plus a few others) a titration
test is used to detect the presence of
antibodies produced by the immune
system against the disease. The test
is referred to as the IFA (Indirect
Fluorescent Antibody) Test.

So, like the lead in the water, the
higher the titer, the higher the level
of antibodies. Actually. there is no
correlation between the level of anti-
bodies and the level of the organism
or the severity of the disease. The
ONLY thing that we know is that
there are antibodies present.

If the first titer test indicates that
antibodies are present, the chances
are excellent that the dog has been
exposed at some point to the disease,
but we really don't know when. If
this is the second test in as many
weeks and the first was negative, we
can reasonably conclude that the ex-
posure was recent.

The titer level results tell us that
the animal's immune system is re-
sponding with antibodies and that
level can be subject to a great variety
of things, not the least of which is
the overall condition of the dog.
What will tell you the severity of the
problem are the CLINICAL Signs
that are observed. Aches and pains
and fevers and vomiting are signs.
We have seen dogs with very low
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by Bob Wilson

titers who have died within weeks
and dogs with very high titers that
have never shown a clinical sign and
appear perfectly healthy. Chronic
cases may show falling titers be-
cause the immune system is so over-
taxed with other problems that it
may be in the process of shutting
down. This is the main reason that
most who are familiar with the dis-
ease have recommended treating the
signs of the disease and not the titer.
You can do a few other things, but
they require multiple tests. If the
first test shows a minimal titer level
and a subsequent test 2 to 3 weeks
later shows a dramatically increased
level at this point, treatment may be
started. The change in test results in-
dicate that the immune system is re-
acting rather strongly and that its a
pretty good bet that the organism is
present. Conversely, a falling titer

“The mere fact that a titer does or
does not exist has little meaning
unless  there are  clinical
symptoms  that  support the
presence of the organism.”

with no clinical signs could indicate
that the organism has been elimi-
nated or controlled. Unfortunately, it
could also mean that the dog is go-
ing into a chronic stage.

Frequently the term "cutoff point"
is used. This number is generally de-
pendent on the lab running the test
and will vary from one to another.
In essence, it is a false level of posi-
tive response due to the sensitively
level established for the lab. How-
ever, any positive level over the cut-
off and without any clinical signs
present, is still worthy of note (but
not necessarily treatment) and
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should be rechecked in two to three
wecks to see what changes may have
occurred.

“Conversely, a falling titer with
no clinical signs could indicate
that the organism has been
eliminated  or  controlled.
Unfortunately, it could also
mean that the dog is going info
a chronic stage.”

So why not treat any positive titer?
Well, in endemic areas where the
disease is very common, the odds
are that the animal will face a con-
stant re-exposure to the organism.
The animal’s immune system will
develop antibodies that may just
hold it in check without assistance.
Treating the titer level in the absence
of clinical signs will not really prove
anything as the chances are excellent
for continual reinfection. In these
situations, the pet owner must main-
tain vigil for signs of the disease so
that the disease can be easily and
successfully treated.

The other option is to give a low
dose of the drug as a preventative.
This is undoubtedly one of the worst
possible ideas as it is an excellent
way to build a drug resistant species.
One only has to look at Malaria,
venereal diseases, and a host of other
diseases that have become drug re-
sistant due to the misuse and over
use of antibiotics.

I hope this is of help in under-
standing the problem. Please feel
free to e-mail me at wmec@up.net if
| can clarify anything.

Thanks to Bob Wilson who researched
this topic with Jan Hendricks after he lost
a non-greyhound dog to a tick disease.
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The Softest
Leather
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Handcrafted Pewter Jewelery
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TEL: (707) 824-1110 FAX: (707) 829-5855 ote Pads  Cookie Jars
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A catalog of practical & unique Greyhound
items. Summer Spacial - no shipping charges
on Mrs. Bones collara or Chrisanthemums dog
| jackets ordered by August 31, 1996,

P.O. Box 160, Bellingham, MA 02038
Tel: 508/520-4852, Fax: 508/528-7101

GREYHOUND
GEAR -z,

A catalog of fine accessories and gifts for you and your greyhound.

Statuary, prints, posters, books, signs, and pet items; most of which you e o & o o Gt 1
will not see elsewhere. Several more of the latest new items coming soon! Lot s g on Homppl i Wi Ty
7% of all sales donated to the greyhound rescue/adoption group of your AR

choice. For a free catalog, and to get on our mailing list, write, call, e-mail, I v R

or fax: Greyhound Gear, 2813 Randall Ridge Dr., Elgin, II., 60123. Phone o s TR

and fax: 847-608-9766. E-mail: cvfb34b@prodigy.com marial@execpe.com

FAX (414) - 355-4446
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SHADOW-RAK MFaINC.

440 01d Chesterfield Rd. Winchester, NH 03470
603-239-6442
ORIAGITY WYLON PET PRODIICTS

%@
ey 0N

LM BRROWNS GRYHND SPECTALTY
CGrreyhound Jewelry, Supplies,
Collectibles. Gift Boxes, and More. |
Call today for your free catalog)
~(717) 246-7620

e

Quality greyhound merchandise available for
your shopping pleasure
\ Call or wrile for free catalog

- TEDDY & FRIENDS
GCREYHOUND TREASURES INC.

P 0. Box 97
606-363-0951

Independence KY 41051
606-363-0952 (Fax)

HALEMAR SPECIALTIES, INC.

P.O. BOX 3132
PEABODY, MA 01961-3132
1-800-955-9656

CALL US FOR A BROCHURE

PLASTIC HARDWARE

LURE COURSING MUZZLES

KENNEL MUZZLES

WHIPPET MUZZLES/ ONE SIZE FITS MOST.
REPLACEMENT KENNEL MUZZLE STRAPS

PLASTIC LEADS
3/4" X 72 "(ASSORTED COLORS)

LEATHER PRODUCTS

LEATHER LURE COURSE MUZZLES
PERSONALIZED LEATHER COLLARS
WIDE LEATHER COLLAR 1.5/8 X 19"
LEATHER LEADS 5/8" X 72"

BARKING MUZZLES(ONE SIZE FITS ALL)
SPECIALTY ITEMS

MINIATURE MUZZLES

MINIATURE NUMBERED BIANKETS
GREYHOUND SAFETY COLLARS

MATCHING LEADS TO ABOVE COLLARS

DOG COATS

SATIN JACKETS

SHOW OFF YOUR GREYHOUND IN A SATIN
JACKET. 8 DIFFERENT COLORS WITH

OR WITHOUT NUMBERS 1 THROUGH 8.
EMBROIDERED NAMES AVAILABLE.

RAIN JACKETS

WINTER COATS

THE BEST WATER AND WIND REPELLANT
NYLON LINED WITH WARM THICK FLEECE.
AVAILABLE IN RED, ROYAL BLUE,GREEN
AND BLACK.

SPORT PILE LINED COAT

OUR MOST POPULAR COAT. TWO ADJUST-
ABLE STRAPS ALLOW FOR A

CUSTOM FIT.

AVAILABLE IN RED, ROYAL BLUE,GREEN
AND BLACK.

COOL DOWN JACKET

WET THIS JACKET AND USE ON YOUR
GREYHOUND TO COOL HIM/HER

OFF DURING THE SUMMER.

SPRING/FALL JACKET

NYLON WITH A SOFT LINING FOR
WARMTH WITHOUT BULK.

AVAILABLE IN RED, ROYAL BLUE, KELLY,
AND BLACK.
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Subscribe now to

Celebrating Greyhounds: The Magazine

Your subscription —$15 (U.S.) North America; $20 (U.S.) World — supports The Greyhound Project Inc's
Celebrating Greyhounds Calendar, The Adoplion Resource Directory, Speaking of Greyhounds
newsletter (free to adoption volunteers), the upcoming Manual of Fund Raising Ideas and other
Greyhound Project, Inc. undertakings.

Yes, please enter my one-year subscription to Celebrating Greyhounds. | understand that | will
receive four issues per year, starting with the latest issue.

NAME

STREET

CITY/TOWN

STATE —— ZIP

PLEASE SEND COUPON AND CHECK PAYABLE TO THE GREYHOUND PROJECT, INC . ,TO:

THE GREYHOUND PROJECT, INC.
C/O JOAN DILLON

PO BOX 173

HOLBROOK, MA 02343

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO REPRODUCE THIS PAGE AND GIVE IT TO

OTHERS WHO MAY BE INTERESTED IN SUBSCRIBING TO

Celebrating Greyhounds. Thank you.
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You’re Invited—

Upcoming Greyhound Events

Sunday, August 25

Fox Valley Greyhound Network
3rd Annual Reunion

Winnegamie Dog Club

For more information. contact

Russ or Denise Krueger at 4 14-731-8838

Saturday, September 7

Annual Greyhound Reunion
The Polo Field

Moreland Hills, Ohio

For more information, contact
Linda Perko at 216-731-3096

Saturday, September 7

Gala Greyhound Gathering!

Greyhound Pets of America/Wisconsin
Racine Kennel Club

Racine, Wisconsin

For more information, contact

GPA/WI at 414-681-3200

Sunday. September 8

Lincoln Reunion

Lincoln Greyhounds As Pets

Lincoln. RI

For more information, contact

Lincoln Greyhounds as Pets at 401-781-6231

Thursday, September 12 — September 15
Greyhound Club of America

1996 Eastern Specialty

Days Inn Conference Center

Allentown, Pennsylvania

Saturday, September 14
U.S.A. DOG

8th Annual Reunion
Noblesville Fairgrounds
Noblesville: Indiana

For more information, contact
U.S.A. DOG at 317-776-7088

Sunday, September 15
Greyhound Reunion

Last Race Greyhounds
Hatter’ s Park

Danbury, Connecticut

For more information, contact
Howard Rhodes at 203-792-1279
Saturday, September 21

National Greyhound Adoption Program

Annual Picnic

Core Creek Park

Langhorn, Pennsylvania

For more information, contact
NGAP at 215-331-7918

Saturday, September 21

We Adopt Greyhounds (WAG), Inc.
Games and Gathering ‘96

Brookvale Park

Hamden, Connecticut

For more information, contact

Ellie Goldstein at 203-288-7024

September 21 and 22

Save the Greyhound Dogs!
5th Annual Greyhound Walk
Brattleboro, Vermont

For more information, contact
Scotti Devens at 802-879-8838

Saturday, October 5
Greyhound Pets of America
Central New Hampshire
Annual Greyhound Fun Day
Woodlawn Kennels

Warner, New Hampshire

For more information, contact
Wendy Cassetta at 603-225-4395

Sunday, October 13

Annual Greyhound Reunion
Make Peace with Animals
Location to be announced

For more information, contact
Cynthia Branigan at 215-862-0605

Sunday, October 27

Greyhound Pets of America/Nevada
Potluck Picnic

laycee Park

Las Vegas, Nevada

For more information, contact

Dana Provost at 702-251-1934
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